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SUBJECT: LOCAL REACTION TO PANCANAL OVERSIGHT HEARINGS 

1 . LOCAL MEDIA REACTION TO APRIL 1 1-14 VISIT AND 
OVERSIGHT HEARINGS BY HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES PANAMA 
CANAL SUBCOMMITTEE HAS BEEN MODERATE, AND NOT OVERLY 
CONTENTIOUS. 

2. DURING HEARINGS THEMSELVES, LOCAL PRESS APRIL 13-14 
HIGHLIGHTED TESTIMONY BY CANAL ZONE PANAMANIAN-CITIZEN 
LABOR UNIONS AND CIVIC COUNCILS "REJECTING' 1 THE 15- 
POINT ASSURANCE DOCUMENT, CITING THIS AS SUPPORT OF 

GOP S OWN EARLIER "REJECTION". 

3. IN A BYLINED INTERVIEW WITH CHAIRMAN METCALFE APRIL 
14, "CRITICA” REPORTED THE CHAIRMAN WAS CALLING FOR US 
NEGOTIATING TEAM TO BETTER INFORM US-CITIZEN WORKERS: 

"IF THE NORTH AMERICAN NEGOTIATORS WOULD LISTEN MORE 
TO THESE INTERVENTIONS (I.E., REMARKS MADE AT HEARINGS) 
AND AT THE SAME TIME INFORM THE NORTH AMERICAN WORKERS, 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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THINGS WOULD GO BETTER", IT REPORTED CHAIRMAN METCALFE 
AS SAYING. 

4. APRIL 14-15 PRESS GAVE FAIR PLAY TO SUB- 
COMMITTEE'S PRE-DEPARTURE PRESS CONFERENCE. 

"CRITICA", IN ABNORMALLY STRAIGHT REPORT, HIGHLIGHTED 
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COMMENTS ON DEFENSE-RELATED ISSUES. OTHER PAPERS 
FEATURED ESTIMATES OFGREATY PROSPECTS OR EMPLOYEE 
ISSUES. 

5. COMMENT: COVERAGE OF THIS EVENT WAS MODERAE, 

IN VOEW OF ITS SUBJECT. AND WOULD PROABLY HAVE 
BEEN EVEN LESS HAD IT NOT ENTAILED REVIEW AND 
REPEITION OF THE VIOLENT GP PRESS REJECTION OF 
THE 15 POINT ASSURANCE DOCUMENT ISSUED IN MARCH. 

ON THE WHOLE, COVERAGE WAS NOT ANTAGONISTIC, 
EITHER TO THE SUBCOMMITTEE OR TO THOSE WHOM IT 
HEARD. PUBLIC REACTION EXCEPT FOR THOSE IN PANAMA 
DIRECTLY TIED TO CANAL ZONE AFFAIRS APPEARS TO 
BE THAT THE HEARINGS WERE THE CANAL ZONE'S 
BUSINESS. END COMMENT. 

JORDEN 
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